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German runs school that is for the dogs
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The saying goes, “You
can’t teach an old dog new
tricks,” but, according to
Mattias Zehfuss, that's only
because he has not had a
chance to work with them.

Zehfuss, owner and opera-
tor of Zehfuss K-9 Training
Center in Lawton, began
working with dogs more
than 25 years ago while liv-
ing in Germany. In 1986, he
moved to the United States
to purste an education in an-
imal behavior. Upon gradu-
ating, Zehfuss taught at a
college in West Virginia be-
fore moving to Lawton to
start his own school. He has
been training dogs here now
for 22 years.

“It's my dream,” he said.
'Tva’ always wante‘d to train
dogs. Sinee L was a little kid,
1 dﬂaamed nf‘trammg dogs. '

t passion, Zehfuss said,

allows him to be suc-

sful. In lus years,
E?ﬁum&ték;sﬁﬁphehasgw-

While he \Isaldlihe will work
“any and all breeds; his
fa_vuntEs a:e_ _German ﬂhep-

es the dog security and pro-

tection measures. Each ses-

sion is 40 minutes long, o
awbeir,fnrﬁlghf ek
“T love puppy “kinder-

garten, too,” Zehfuss said..

"Tt's puppies* vou know. Who

doesn’t like puppies?”
Zehfuss said the costs for

the courses vary based on

Training services

m Puppy kindergarten
m Basic obedience

m Off-leash obedience

m Group class

m Agility and puppy exer-
cise '

® Severe behavior prob-
lems and rehabilitation

= Tracking

m Search and rescue

m Home alert protection

m Personal protection

m Schutzhund

m AKC conformation

For more information call
536-DOGS (3647) or visit
‘zehfussdogtraining.com.

usually tell how the training
will go when the owner
comes in with the dog on the
leash. The owner is the most
important aspect of training,
the link (between the dog and
the training).”

He said it is important that
owners make a connection
with their dog, while still re-
membering the dog is an ani-
mal, not a person or a kid. -

know. Whu doesn’t
like puppies?”
Marmias ZeHFUSS

*Dogs pick up on attitudes,
demeanor and emotions,” Ze-
hfuss said.

Susan Houser and her dog
Bodhi, a mini Goldendoodle

Bodhi began with obedi-
ence fraining — a prerequi-
site course for any further
training with Zehfuss — and
is now being trained in agili-
ty. Houser said the classes
have been instrumental in
helping to develop her dog.

“When we first got her, she
knew nothing and wouldn't
mind at all,” she said. “She
used to be all over the house
on everything. Now, she is
just so overall obedient.”

For more information on
Zehfuss K-9 Training Center,
visit zehfussdogtraining.
COIMmL.

— a cross between a Golden

Retriever and a Poodle —

have been mmmg.tu the.
mﬂﬂlfurmumthanayear.

She said she first brought
Bodhi when the dog was 4
months old.

“He's training her and
training me,” Houser said.
“It shows the dog who's the
boss. W]mnyuushawthﬂdag
you are boss, you hay
calmer, more well-beh
dog.” '




